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OBJECTIVES:

To form/train critical thinkers who will contribute to the production and reproduction of knowledge in the 
interaction between people’s changing cultures with the environment at the local-national-global dimension;

Individuals who:
1. have knowledge of theories and practice, key concepts and debates in Anthropology;

3. demonstrate knowledge of anthropological methods through fieldwork: specifically wield analytical 
and methodological tools of the discipline to address issues;

4. apply Christian/Ignatian ethics in the practice of anthropology;

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
Pre-requisite Courses1:  

• ANTH 501  Introduction to Anthropology 
• ANTH 502  Reading Course in Ethnographic Writing

Core Courses:    (15 units)
ANTH 511  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/Thought        
ANTH 512  Introduction to Philippine Culture and Society
ANTH 513  Qualitative Methods in Research 1
ANTH 514  Quantitative Methods in Research
ANTH 515  Qualitative Methods in Research 2

Major Subjects:     (15 units)
ANTH 521  Ecological / Environmental Anthropology
ANTH 522  Economic Anthropology 
ANTH 523  Anthropology of Development and Peace in Mindanao
ANTH 524  Political and Legal Anthropology
ANTH 525  Medical Anthropology

Elective Courses:     (optional, as needed for thesis work)
ANTH 551  Anthropology of Religion / Religious Systems
ANTH 552  Psychological Anthropology
ANTH 553  Seminar Course in Applied Anthropology
ANTH 554  Visual Anthropology
ANTH 555  Public Anthropology
ANTH 556  Anthropology of Islam 
ANTH 557  Anthropology of Disaster and Social Suffering
ANTH 558  Anthropology of Education

Required Supplementary Activities:   
Academic Writing for Graduate Students
Exploratory Summer Fieldwork
Comprehensive Examination

Thesis:     (6 units)
ANTH 600  Thesis 1:   Research Proposal
ANTH 601  Thesis 2:  Full Research
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1 These courses are required for non-BA Anthropology graduates.  Some BA Anthro graduates, after an evaluation of the content of their undergraduate Anthropology courses and 
the grades they have received from these courses, may be recommended to still enroll in these subjects.

2. can critique and draw insights from these anthropological scholarship and apply them;



SUMMARY

Units

Pre-requisite Courses 6

Core Courses 15

Major Subjects 15

Academic Writing for Graduate Students -none-

Exploratory Fieldwork -none-

Comprehensive Exam -none-

Thesis 6

Total 36 (42)

SUBJECT DESCRIPTIONS:

PRE-REQUISITE COURSESPRE-REQUISITE COURSESPRE-REQUISITE COURSES

ANTH 501 Introduction to Anthropology Three (3) units

Orientation to the discipline of anthropology and its various sub-disciplines;  Study of the various elements and aspects of  human cultures 
from the lens of anthropology;

Orientation to the discipline of anthropology and its various sub-disciplines;  Study of the various elements and aspects of  human cultures 
from the lens of anthropology;

Orientation to the discipline of anthropology and its various sub-disciplines;  Study of the various elements and aspects of  human cultures 
from the lens of anthropology;

ANTH 502 Reading Course in Ethnographic Writing Three (3) units

Introductory course built around a series of readings selected from the discipline’s vast and still growing literature;  Readings chosen to give a 
sense of development of Anthropology over time, and to raise questions how ethnography and Anthropology ought to be conducted, and about 

the discipline’s role in the contemporary world;

Introductory course built around a series of readings selected from the discipline’s vast and still growing literature;  Readings chosen to give a 
sense of development of Anthropology over time, and to raise questions how ethnography and Anthropology ought to be conducted, and about 

the discipline’s role in the contemporary world;

Introductory course built around a series of readings selected from the discipline’s vast and still growing literature;  Readings chosen to give a 
sense of development of Anthropology over time, and to raise questions how ethnography and Anthropology ought to be conducted, and about 

the discipline’s role in the contemporary world;

CORE COURSESCORE COURSESCORE COURSES

ANTH 511 Seminar on Anthropological Theory/Thought Three (3) units

Key theories in anthropology, their intellectual roots and influences, methodologies and the critiques they have generated; Debates on 
theorizing and the development of various theoretical frames / competing theoretical approaches;  

Key theories in anthropology, their intellectual roots and influences, methodologies and the critiques they have generated; Debates on 
theorizing and the development of various theoretical frames / competing theoretical approaches;  

Key theories in anthropology, their intellectual roots and influences, methodologies and the critiques they have generated; Debates on 
theorizing and the development of various theoretical frames / competing theoretical approaches;  

ANTH 512 Introduction to Philippine Culture and Society Three (3) units

 Theories of the peopling of the Philippines in general and Mindanao-Sulu, the location of our anthropological studies and practice, in 
particular; The origins of the peoples who now inhabit the various corners of Southern Philippines from an anthropological perspective 

interfacing with the related fields of history, demographics, geology, linguistics, sociology (especially of religion) and other fields;

 Theories of the peopling of the Philippines in general and Mindanao-Sulu, the location of our anthropological studies and practice, in 
particular; The origins of the peoples who now inhabit the various corners of Southern Philippines from an anthropological perspective 

interfacing with the related fields of history, demographics, geology, linguistics, sociology (especially of religion) and other fields;

 Theories of the peopling of the Philippines in general and Mindanao-Sulu, the location of our anthropological studies and practice, in 
particular; The origins of the peoples who now inhabit the various corners of Southern Philippines from an anthropological perspective 

interfacing with the related fields of history, demographics, geology, linguistics, sociology (especially of religion) and other fields;
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ANTH 513 Qualitative Methods in Research 1 Three (3) units

A student-directed reading course for graduate students designed to assist them in developing their thesis proposals; As the first of two 
methods courses in the curriculum, the focus of the readings for this course will be on the development of the literature review for their thesis 

proposals. 

A student-directed reading course for graduate students designed to assist them in developing their thesis proposals; As the first of two 
methods courses in the curriculum, the focus of the readings for this course will be on the development of the literature review for their thesis 

proposals. 

A student-directed reading course for graduate students designed to assist them in developing their thesis proposals; As the first of two 
methods courses in the curriculum, the focus of the readings for this course will be on the development of the literature review for their thesis 

proposals. 

ANTH 514 Quantitative Methods in Research Three (3) units

Various statistical tools of analysis / research designs used in anthropological researches; Basic concepts in frequentist statistics and their 
application to anthropological questions; Standard parametric statistical tools and some of their nonparametric correlates; 

Various statistical tools of analysis / research designs used in anthropological researches; Basic concepts in frequentist statistics and their 
application to anthropological questions; Standard parametric statistical tools and some of their nonparametric correlates; 

Various statistical tools of analysis / research designs used in anthropological researches; Basic concepts in frequentist statistics and their 
application to anthropological questions; Standard parametric statistical tools and some of their nonparametric correlates; 

ANTH 515 Qualitative Methods in Research 2 Three (3) units

As the second of two courses in the curriculum that are designed to assist graduate students in developing their thesis proposals, the focus of 
the readings for this course will be on the refinement of their thesis proposals.

Prerequisite:  Qualitative Methods in Research 1

As the second of two courses in the curriculum that are designed to assist graduate students in developing their thesis proposals, the focus of 
the readings for this course will be on the refinement of their thesis proposals.

Prerequisite:  Qualitative Methods in Research 1

As the second of two courses in the curriculum that are designed to assist graduate students in developing their thesis proposals, the focus of 
the readings for this course will be on the refinement of their thesis proposals.

Prerequisite:  Qualitative Methods in Research 1

MAJOR COURSESMAJOR COURSESMAJOR COURSES

ANTH 521 Ecological / Environmental Anthropology Three (3) units

Two major fields that have two distinct methodologies and objects of study: Ecological Anthropology uses ecological methodologies to 
understand people’s perceptions of and interactions with their biophysical surroundings, and its interrelationships with the economic, cultural 
and political dimensions of human life;  Environmental Anthropology, on the other hand, uses ethnographic methodologies to understand 

the explicit, active concern and action of human groups toward their respective environments (Little, 1999: 254);
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

Two major fields that have two distinct methodologies and objects of study: Ecological Anthropology uses ecological methodologies to 
understand people’s perceptions of and interactions with their biophysical surroundings, and its interrelationships with the economic, cultural 
and political dimensions of human life;  Environmental Anthropology, on the other hand, uses ethnographic methodologies to understand 

the explicit, active concern and action of human groups toward their respective environments (Little, 1999: 254);
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

Two major fields that have two distinct methodologies and objects of study: Ecological Anthropology uses ecological methodologies to 
understand people’s perceptions of and interactions with their biophysical surroundings, and its interrelationships with the economic, cultural 
and political dimensions of human life;  Environmental Anthropology, on the other hand, uses ethnographic methodologies to understand 

the explicit, active concern and action of human groups toward their respective environments (Little, 1999: 254);
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

ANTH 522 Economic Anthropology Three (3) units

 Approaches to the study of economic practices, a critical dimension of social life;  Human production / distribution / consumption on the level 
of corporations / organizations / households; Interplay of human needs, global environment and climate change;

 Approaches to the study of economic practices, a critical dimension of social life;  Human production / distribution / consumption on the level 
of corporations / organizations / households; Interplay of human needs, global environment and climate change;

 Approaches to the study of economic practices, a critical dimension of social life;  Human production / distribution / consumption on the level 
of corporations / organizations / households; Interplay of human needs, global environment and climate change;

ANTH 523 Anthropology of Development and Peace in Mindanao-Sulu Three (3) units

Development theories / approaches / industries that have been used as basis of Mindanao-Sulu resource utilization; Colonial and post-colonial 
migrations and development incursions that have led to tensions, conflicts, rebellions and wars among the various classes, ethnicities, 

peoples of different cultural-faith traditions;

Development theories / approaches / industries that have been used as basis of Mindanao-Sulu resource utilization; Colonial and post-colonial 
migrations and development incursions that have led to tensions, conflicts, rebellions and wars among the various classes, ethnicities, 

peoples of different cultural-faith traditions;

Development theories / approaches / industries that have been used as basis of Mindanao-Sulu resource utilization; Colonial and post-colonial 
migrations and development incursions that have led to tensions, conflicts, rebellions and wars among the various classes, ethnicities, 

peoples of different cultural-faith traditions;

ANTH 524 Political and Legal Anthropology Three (3) units

 Approaches to the study of political and legal institutions or practices, which are important aspects of human society; Politics and the state, 
law and legal pluralism, indigenous customary laws and contemporary political issues; In-depth look into kinship and corruption, social 

organization and movements;

 Approaches to the study of political and legal institutions or practices, which are important aspects of human society; Politics and the state, 
law and legal pluralism, indigenous customary laws and contemporary political issues; In-depth look into kinship and corruption, social 

organization and movements;

 Approaches to the study of political and legal institutions or practices, which are important aspects of human society; Politics and the state, 
law and legal pluralism, indigenous customary laws and contemporary political issues; In-depth look into kinship and corruption, social 

organization and movements;

ANTH 525 Medical Anthropology Three (3) units
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Theoretical frameworks in the study of  medical systems, and  applications of medical anthropology; Ways in which anthropology interacts with 
medicine, the relationship of culture, behavior,  sickness, and disease,  and how people’s experiences in  health and illness are embedded 

within wider social, political, economic and historical processes;
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

Theoretical frameworks in the study of  medical systems, and  applications of medical anthropology; Ways in which anthropology interacts with 
medicine, the relationship of culture, behavior,  sickness, and disease,  and how people’s experiences in  health and illness are embedded 

within wider social, political, economic and historical processes;
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

Theoretical frameworks in the study of  medical systems, and  applications of medical anthropology; Ways in which anthropology interacts with 
medicine, the relationship of culture, behavior,  sickness, and disease,  and how people’s experiences in  health and illness are embedded 

within wider social, political, economic and historical processes;
Prerequisite:  Seminar on Anthropological Theory/ Thought

ELECTIVE COURSESELECTIVE COURSESELECTIVE COURSES

ANTH 551 Anthropology of Religion / Religious Systems Three (3) units

Myths, rituals, pilgrimage and other activities engaging with the holy and the sacred;Myths, rituals, pilgrimage and other activities engaging with the holy and the sacred;Myths, rituals, pilgrimage and other activities engaging with the holy and the sacred;

ANTH 552 Psychological Anthropology Three (3) units

Identity and and self-representation, cognition and emotions, body and sexuality, passion and creativity;Identity and and self-representation, cognition and emotions, body and sexuality, passion and creativity;Identity and and self-representation, cognition and emotions, body and sexuality, passion and creativity;

ANTH 553 Seminar Course in Applied Anthropology Three (3) units

Projects planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation cycle; Community development and organizing; EIA system with GPS/GIS and 
tools for resource mobilization / funding; Policy critique and advocacy;

Projects planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation cycle; Community development and organizing; EIA system with GPS/GIS and 
tools for resource mobilization / funding; Policy critique and advocacy;

Projects planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation cycle; Community development and organizing; EIA system with GPS/GIS and 
tools for resource mobilization / funding; Policy critique and advocacy;

ANTH 554 Visual Anthropology Three (3) units

Theory of art, media and photography; Practical / video documentation and production; Representation framing;Theory of art, media and photography; Practical / video documentation and production; Representation framing;Theory of art, media and photography; Practical / video documentation and production; Representation framing;

ANTH 555 Public Anthropology Three (3) units

Interface between anthropological knowledge and issues crucial to governance; Public discourse and civil society;Interface between anthropological knowledge and issues crucial to governance; Public discourse and civil society;Interface between anthropological knowledge and issues crucial to governance; Public discourse and civil society;

ANTH 556 Anthropology of Islam Three (3) units

Study of cultures and groups living out their beliefs and identity;Study of cultures and groups living out their beliefs and identity;Study of cultures and groups living out their beliefs and identity;

ANTH 557 Anthropology of Disaster and Social Suffering Three (3) units

People’s reaction, coping and response to crisis and disasters;  The human ability to adapt and be resilient;People’s reaction, coping and response to crisis and disasters;  The human ability to adapt and be resilient;People’s reaction, coping and response to crisis and disasters;  The human ability to adapt and be resilient;

ANTH 558 Anthropology of Education Three (3) units

Special area of cultural transmission, with intentional intervention in the learning process;  “Education in the broad sense, 
schooling in the narrower sense—as a calculated intervention in the learning process;" (Spindler, :153)

Special area of cultural transmission, with intentional intervention in the learning process;  “Education in the broad sense, 
schooling in the narrower sense—as a calculated intervention in the learning process;" (Spindler, :153)

Special area of cultural transmission, with intentional intervention in the learning process;  “Education in the broad sense, 
schooling in the narrower sense—as a calculated intervention in the learning process;" (Spindler, :153)
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SUPPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES

Academic Writing for Graduate Students

Aims to equip graduate students with the  writing skills necessary for complying with the academic tasks in their respective course works,                
as well as in writing their thesis. 

Exploratory Summer Fieldwork

Initial exploratory visit of proposed research site; Workshop/Inputs on various possible data gathering tools that may be needed based on 
their research design and specific field context;

Comprehensive Examination

Designed to evaluate the student’s ability to apply an integrated anthropological perspective and a knowledge of anthropological theory, 
methods and concepts to her his appreciation of any material; Readings to be used are chosen based on the themes shared by the thesis 

projects of the students taking the examinations;

course prospectus 0816 version     5



PROGRAM OF STUDY

Year First Semester units Second Semester units Summer units

1

ANTH 501 Introduction to 
Anthropology 3 ANTH 511 Seminar on 

Anthropological Theory/ Thought 3

Elective (Optional)

Exploratory Summer 
Fieldwork

1 ANTH 502 Reading Course in 
Ethnographic Writing 3 ANTH 513 Qualitative Methods 

in Research 1 3
Elective (Optional)

Exploratory Summer 
Fieldwork

1

ANTH 512 Introduction to 
Philippine Culture and Society 3 ANTH 522 Economic Anthropology 3

Elective (Optional)

Exploratory Summer 
Fieldwork

3 (9) 9

2

ANTH 515: Qualitative Methods 
in Research 2 3 ANTH 514 Quantitative Methods 

in Research 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination2
ANTH 521 Ecological / 

Environmental Anthropology 3 ANTH 524 Political and Legal 
Anthropology 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination2

ANTH 523 Anthropology of 
Development and Peace in 

Mindanao
3 ANTH 525 Medical Anthropology 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination

9 9

3 Thesis 1: Proposal Defense and 
Fieldwork 3

Thesis 2: 
continuation of Fieldwork and 

Final Defense
3 Graduation

Sub-TotalSub-Total 15  
(21) 21

TOTAL 36 
(42)
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PROGRAM OF STUDY II
(for BA Anthropology Graduate)

Year First Semester units Second Semester units Summer units

1

ANTH 512 Introduction to 
Philippine Culture and Society 3

ANTH 511 Seminar on 
Anthropological Theory/ Thought 3

Exploratory Summer 
Fieldwork

1

ANTH 512 Introduction to 
Philippine Culture and Society 3

ANTH 513 Qualitative Methods 
in Research 1 3 Exploratory Summer 

Fieldwork

1
ANTH 523 Anthropology of 
Development and Peace in 

Mindanao
3

ANTH 513 Qualitative Methods 
in Research 1 3 Exploratory Summer 

Fieldwork

1
ANTH 523 Anthropology of 
Development and Peace in 

Mindanao
3

ANTH 522 Economic Anthropology 3

Exploratory Summer 
Fieldwork

6 9

2

ANTH 515: Qualitative Methods 
in Research 2 3 ANTH 514 Quantitative Methods 

in Research 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination2
ANTH 521 Ecological / 

Environmental Anthropology 3 ANTH 524 Political and Legal 
Anthropology 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination2

Elective (Optional) 3 ANTH 525 Medical Anthropology 3

Review for and Actual

Comprehensive Examination

6 (9) 9

3 Thesis 1: Proposal Defense and 
Fieldwork 3

Thesis 2: 
continuation of Fieldwork and 

Final Defense
3 Graduation

Sub-TotalSub-Total 15  
(18) 21

TOTAL 36 
(39)
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